Autumn Winter 2026

TREE
TALK

A newsletter published by the
Upper Barwon Landcare Network

1/68 Main Street
Birregurra 3242

www.upperbarwonlandcare.com

FLANDCARE

! PO,
‘&ETOP“"




The Upper Barwon Landcare Network works on the lands, waters
and seas of the Wadawurrung People of the Kulin Nation and the
Gulidjan and Gadubanud People of the Maar Nation and
acknowledge them as the Traditional Owners. We pay our respects
fo their elders past, present and emerging.

We acknowledge that the Traditional Custodians have been a part of
this land for at least sixty-five millennia and that all Australians can
learn from their stewardship.

We believe that the descendants of those Traditional Custodians
should be consulted respectfully on matters that affect their culture
and wellbeing

LANDCARE IN THE UPPER
BARWON REGION

Supporting the areas of:

Bambra, Barwon Downs, Birregurra, Deans Marsh,
Eurack, Forrest, Gerangamete, Gherang, Irrewarra,
Murroon, Ombersley, Pennyroyal, Wurdale,
Wensleydale, Winchelsea, Wurdiboluc and Yeodene

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Women on Farms Series
Day 1-101in Plant Biology

Conservation Ecology Centre (CEC)
2026 Otways Ecological Research Forum

Tues 25 August Tues 21 July
Colac Otway Performing Arts & Cultural Centre Rokewood
(COPACC) Register here

Register here
Dung Beetle Presentation (Online)
10am Tues 21 July

2026 Victorian Landcare Forum Contact: karen.okeefe@ccma.vic.gov.au

Mon 31 Aug - Wed 2 Sept
Cardinia Cultural Centre Pakenam
Tickets here

Barwon Water Aqueduct Community Day
10am - 2pm Sat 1 Aug
Barwon Asset Solutions Depot

WURDALE LANDCARE GROUP AGM
6:30 pm Tues 14 July

Wurdale Hall, Wurdale Rd, Winchelsea South
Guest presenter Lucy Allinson (Acoustic
Ecologist & Artist)

Tea, coffee & light supper provided

18 Kadak Place Breakwater
Register here

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Workshop
With Paul Horne (IPM Technologies) & others
September 2026

Date and details fo come


https://www.landcarevictoria.org.au/LVI/LVI/News-Events/2026-Forum.aspx
https://www.conservationecologycentre.org/otways-ecological-research-forum
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NcpWfN3tcECioLbt5YrlrDbNUEO6o79PsZc08kOp3odUNzNCWEJSRDE3OTlCWDI5UE5HSEM2UUROMS4u
mailto:karen.okeefe@ccma.vic.gov.au
https://events.humanitix.com/barwon-water-aqueduct-community-day

GROUNDED in the Otways — Growing ldeas, Relationships and
Resilience

A gathering grounded in landscape, learning and
community, celebrating the people, practices and
partnerships nurturing a thriving and resilient regional
future.

More than 750 people gathered at Yan Yan Gurt West
Farm for the GROUNDED Festival, a two-day event
focused on sustainable agriculture, climate resilience
and community connection.

Set beneath the eucalyptus frees, the site was
transformed info a village of marquees, tents, fire
drums and shared spaces that encouraged
conversation and collaboration.

The festival opened with a community dinner and
attendees were formally welcomed the following
morning by the Stewart family and GROUNDED team,
and a smoking ceremony.

Event goers travelled from across Victoria and
interstate, including Queensland, Western Australia

and Tasmania. The diverse gathering included farmers,

researchers, scientists, educators, chefs, community
groups and families, all engaging in discussions about
food systems, farming and sustainability.

A key highlight was the launch of the Upper Barwon
Landcare Network’s “Leading Farmer Adoption of
Sustainable Agriculture for Climate Resilience™ project.
The session introduced a five day Resilient Farming
Course and educator training program to be delivered
across four regional Landcare networks, attracting
strong interest from local farm businesses.

Key themes included sustainable farming practices,
succession planning, farmer wellbeing, ecological land
management and strengthening connections between
people and place. There was also a strong emphasis
on Indigenous knowledge and collaboration across
generatfions and sectors.

Sustainability was powerfully demonstrated at the
festival through practical measures such as reusable
tableware systems and reduced waste on site.

Photo credits: Alan Benson (Grounded) and Ellen Whitten (UBLN)

Ellen Whitten

Some stat’s from the 2 day event:

58 tent sessions « 23 demos and walkshops « 5 farm
tours « 73 speakers « 7 tent facilitators « 27 exhibitors
4,644 dishes washed by B-Alternative « 50 volunteers o
over 751 people onsite « 209 people at the opening
night dinner « 8 food and drink vendors « 1/8 people
attended 5 farm tours « 150 onsite campers including
42 glamping fents.

Recordings of sessions are also now available af the
GROUNDED Podcast channel if you missed out on
attending or couldn’t be in two tents at once if you
were there!

We want to shout out a great big thank you to - our
community - with a special shout out to the local
Landcare volunteers that manned the UBLN Landcare
in the Corangamite Region Tent, other volunteers,
Landcare Networks, the Stewart family and the
GROUNDED team for creating and bringing to life such
an inspiring event that fostered learning and
collaboration towards a climate resilient future for all of
us.

The Resilient Farming Course, Sustainable, Agriculture
Educator training position and peer group mentoring
areas of the FASA project are now rolling out with the
first days of the fraining course happening in August.
The Upper Barwon area is an excifing place to live and
work - full of hope and possibility!



https://friendsofthebarwon.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f75d9b86f0760c9155222f412&id=bdd4b1757e&e=c7398819a7
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UBLN 2026 ANNUAL DINNER & AGM

and opportunities for building pollination security

Upper Barwon Landcare Network held it's AGM in the
cosy quarters of the Birregurra Bowling Club on
Monday evening.

Jackie Dullard (Irrewarra) stood down as President after
6 wonderful years and gave a gracious farewell to our
"vibrant, pulsing organisation" and her hope for us to
"continue to grow in leaps and bounds into the future"
thank you for all the guidance and support you have
confributed to the network Jackie.

Mary Dracup (Gerangamete Forrest) has stepped into
the President position - we are looking forward to your
unique perspective and experience and to what the
future holds, welcome Mary.

Bruce Bilney (Irrewarra) will continue on as Treasurer -
thank you for your continuing efforts and consistent
advice Bruce.

Thank you to all the dedicated and hard-working
Landcare volunteers that attended as well as those
from partner organisations including Barwon Water the
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority and
Colac Otway Shire Council — it was awesome fo see
all the different folk engaged in thoughtful
conservations in the room and across the tables.

Fiona Chambers of Wheen Bee Foundation gave a
very informative and at times confronting presentation
about the introduced honeybee in Australia and the
almost invisible role it plays in pollinating much of our
domestic fruit, vegetables, crops and pasture.

Ellen Whitten

She went on fo explain how the flow on effect of the
invasion of the varroa mite (a parasitic mite that feeds
on honey bees and their larvae weakening and then
eventually killing colonies) will significantly affect our
pollination security and in turn severely impact our food
security.

Fiona then infroduced us to some of our native
pollinators (including native bees and other insects) that
are unimpacted by the varroa mite and explained ways
we can support and encourage them to be a larger
part of our farming ecosystem as a way to prepare and
build resiliency in the face of the dramatic decrease in
honeybee population that is forecast to happen within
the next 2 years.

A very generous, hearty and fasty dinner was enjoyed
by all thanks to Maryanne and Amanda from Birre
Grocer, together with beautiful native floral displays
including the cuddly possum tail Banksia (Banksia
baueri) grown and arranged by Jill Stewart from Yan
Yan Gurt West Farm.

Another great big thank you to Graham Brien for the
use of the Bowling Club and for manning the bar.

Our region is an exciting place to be right now to
witness and be a part of traditional farming evolving to
meetf a changing climate - a sincere thank you fo every
passionate and hard-working person who plays their
part.

More information about Australia’s new National
Pollination Strategy is in the next article - page 14







Pollination Security
Why it matters & what we can do
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NEW NATIONAL POLLINATION REPORT AND CONSULTATION

NOW OPEN

The first Australian Pollination Security Status Report
2026 as been released and is open for nationwide
consultation.

UBLN had the privilege of hosting Fiona Chambers
(CEO Wheen Bee Foundation) as the guest speaker at
our Annual Dinner and AGM recently where she spoke
about this report. Find out more information and how
you can contribute to developing a strategy below:

Australia’s first Pollination Security Status Report 2026
has been released, providing a national assessment of
pollination security across agriculfure, ecosystems,
biodiversity and socio-cultural values.

The report establishes a baseline for how Australia’s
pollination system is changing over time, drawing on
new modelling, economic analysis and industry data.

Some key findings include:

¢ Threats to pollination include habitat loss, climate
change, land use change, pests and diseases,
severe weather events, altered flowering patterns
and other environmental stressors. These are
compounded by structural pressures within the
commercial beekeeping industry, including labour
shortages, an ageing workforce, rising biosecurity
requirements, imported adulterated honey and
increasing varroa management costs.

Read the report and contribute:
pollination.org.au

¢ New modelling suggests Australia’s pollination
system could face a potential shortfall of
approximately 290,000 commercial honey bee
hives during peak pollination periods under most
likely future scenarios.

¢ Pollination security affects more than agriculture. It
underpins food production, biodiversity,
ecosystems and socio-cultural values.

¢ Pollination plays a vital role throughout Australia,
supporting communities, diets, cultural practices,
ecotourism and natural landscapes. It underpins
everyday life in ways that are often unseen, yet
essential. Many of these realities are difficult to
quantify and are often undervalued.

e Australia lacks coordinated natfional monitoring
systems for pollinators and pollination services.
Significant knowledge gaps remain around feral
honey bees, native pollinafors and the broader
impacts of pollinator decline.

The report will now inform the development of the
Australian Pollination Strategy, which is enfering its
national consultation phase.

The Australian Pollination Strategy team is inviting input
from everyone involved in pollination to help test
findings, identify gaps and shape future priorities.

Pollination Security New national report

Status Report 2026
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on Australia’s
pollination system

Read the report and contribute to
the national consultation
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https://www.facebook.com/WheenBeeFoundation?__cft__[0]=AZbRItU-5txwqCX-fQT3tdJZEdXSKFqaKO-WRv6wphqpKRlvk8p3Oq47aD9ANZKyXnzQxO0SDvcUsX_Elm9qc3fNLt1gpXje1suv6fvH2faNqtlrrQh4j54bxqiFpVNHMi-2sxQ4qD0qqx3lESZLqaGzzm5MZTlILEatTuuNed42zdWuBRdpL6UtfbvgxlErUQc&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.wheenbeefoundation.org.au/our-work/research-projects/australian-pollination-strategy/

Cultivating connections beyond the farm gate

As a woman involved in an agricultural business, you
and your neighbours are invited to participate in a series
of three workshops, which are all about...

e Connecting with local women in agriculture

» Sharing stories, experiences and ideas

» Building skills and confidence for the future of
your farm and business

101 in Plant Biology
2 1 JULY with Lisa Miller, SFS

at SFS Rokewood Trial Site

Farming, Family & Future

8 SEPT with Sam Baldry, Get Grounded

Consultancy at the Inverleigh Bowls Club

27 OCT Details to be confirmed

[SIEEWA pivERSE FARMS
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or click here

Barwon Water Aqueduct & g5rwonWater
Community Day

Join us for a special community event to experience and reflect on the history of the Barwon River
Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct before its removal.

| Barwon Asset Solutions |
& BarwonWater

The event will be held on Saturday 1 August, from 10 am to 2 pm, with activities based at the Barwon Asset
Solutions (BAS) Depot, 18 Kadak Place, Breakwater. Community members can book a guided bus tour to view the
Aqueduct up close or visit a free onsite information and display area at the depot, featuring historical material, project
information, and opportunities to speak with staff. The event is part of Barwon Water’s commitment to recognising the

Aqueduct’s heritage while preparing for its safe removal.
13

More information, to register and book fickets follow the link: https:/events.numanitix.com/barwon-water-aqueduct-
community-day


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NcpWfN3tcECioLbt5YrlrDbNUEO6o79PsZc08kOp3odUNzNCWEJSRDE3OTlCWDI5UE5HSEM2UUROMS4u
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The Victorian Landcare Forum is being held from Monday, 31 August to Wednesday, 2 September,
at the Cardinia Cultural Centre in Pakenham.
More information and tickets available at link: Vic Landcare Forum

Landcare Awards — nominations closing soon
If you know an individual, group or organisation making a real impact, nominate them today before it’'s too
late. Get your nomination in foday via the Landcare Australia website. Nominations close 31 July.

Save the date: Landcare Awards/40-year celebration

The Victorian Landcare Awards ceremony and 40 Years of Landcare celebration will be held on
Thursday, 15 October at ACMI in Federation Square, Melbourne. Keep an eye on Landcare Victoria’s
newsletter and social media to stay up fo date with more announcements around this event.

** Upper Barwon area Landcare volunteers who wish to attend - please get in touch with Andrea
Montgomery (Landcare Facilitator) as there is some funding available to support this

Dung Beetle presentation by Tom O’Malley

Sustainable Agriculture Facilitator with Cradle Coast NRM based in northwest Tassie.

When: 10am Tuesday 21* July via Microsoft Teams

Dung beetle nurseries and breeding
Interstate dung beetle swaps

Dung beetle species introduction and
reinfroductions

Biology and lifecycle

Bridging seasonal gaps

Question time will follow

Presented as part of the Dung Beetles in SE Aust Community of Practice — all welcome,
please email karen.okeefe@ccma.vic.gov.au if you would like to be added to the invitation for
this session and our quarterly online meetings.

14
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https://www.landcarevictoria.org.au/LVI/LVI/News-Events/2026-Forum.aspx
https://www.landcarevictoria.org.au/LVI/LVI/News-Events/Latest-News/2023/victorian-landcare-awards.aspx
mailto:karen.okeefe@ccma.vic.gov.au

Russell Garraway

Birregurra Landcare Group Update - March 2026

Go for a walk. Take in our beautiful town. This is
because residents and volunteers work hard to develop
their lovely gardens and public areas. Our group aims
to help support this beauty with an emphasis on
environmental improvement and sustainability.

During March the Landcare group has been busy with
endless weeding fo get ahead of the Autumn growth
spurt when good rain arrives. The area along the
heritage trail, from the Golf Club to Skene St has
received most of our attention, even though the
weedless horizon always seems so far away. Main
Street plant beds also received our attention with a
much-needed weeding and fidying. Whilst this activity
is a small part of our responsibility, we think it is
uplifting to nicely present the centre of the town we all
love.

We had our first display at the April market where a
range of aerial photographs showed the various areas
where we continue our planting and maintenance
efforts. Also available for sale were a few plants, and
hats with our lovely Spotted Pardalote emblem. A
range of pamphlets were available about planting and
care of native vegetation.

BIRREGURRA LANDCARE GROUP - update
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Some customers enquired about farm planting, and we
were able fo refer them to the UBLN office for further
advice. Pleasingly, we also signed up a few new
members. We will continue to attend the markets and
look forward to discussing our activities with residents
and visitors.

During this month, Upper Barwon Landcare Network
(UBLN) Office arranged an Annual Planning and Social
meeting at Forrest, hosted by the Forrest and
Gerangamete Landcare group. Birregurra was
represented and we had the opportunity fo discuss
projects with others on our network.

As we mentioned in the last report, our efforts involve a
lot more environmental work than weeding. A photo
here shows ongoing work at the river to locate and
eradicate blackberry regrowth. This, and control of
other weed infestation, is very important environmental
work near our waterways requiring our continuous
attention.

Of course, our group is not all about hard labor. A
cuppa and a laugh or two afterwards is most important.
We will welcome any interested new members. More
news soon.

Photo: Credit Russ Garraway. Weeding Main St Birregurra
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Photo: Credit Russ Garraway. Well Earned Cuppa Birri Park
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BIRREGURRA LANDCARE GROUP - update

Russell Garraway

Birregurra Landcare Group Update - April 2026

During April the Landcare group has been busy as
always. The main project was to plant succulents on
the slope below the Niagara Hill. (see the Niagara
location on BLC Facebook page). Instead of a relafively
bare paftch which including many weeds, we will soon
have a weed free slope filled with colour. This will be in
full view from the Heritage Trail looking south from the
Golf Club vicinity. Unfinished Main Street plant beds
were also given a final weed and fidly.

Our group does a lot of new planting, particularly along
the Waterways and the Heritage Trail. One might
wonder where we buy our plant stock. Well, we don't.
Some plants are kindly donated by members of our
Group and Birregurra Community members from their
own gardens. Others have come from Corangamite
Catchment Management Authority and through grants
from Colac Otway Shire.

Photo: Credit Russ Garraway.
Nursery enclosure
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However, most of our plants are produced in our own
nursery. Many seeds are collected from native plants
already growing in our area and carefully nurtured in
seed beds and pots to maturity ready for planting.
Others are propagated from cuttings.

Our Nursery enclosure was built by our member lan
Fox and is managed by Andrus Osenieks. Here seeds
and cuttings are given daily care and repotted unfil
they are ready for planting in areas selected for
improvement and beautification. We continue this work
fo prevent damaging weed growth and provide
environmental health. Unfil next time, please pray for
Autumn rain.







Russell Garraway

Birregurra Landcare Group Update - May 2026

During May the Birregurra Landcare group was able to
welcome a sprinkle of rain, enough fo settle the dust
and help establish some new plantings. Hoorah!

Maintenance of the native plantings along the river
showed that trees, shrubs and grasses had survived the
drought well. We conducted a general tidy-up of the
area and removed redundant tfree guards and stakes.
Further work will be required before winter rain brings
up the water level.

This month our efforts concentrated on the area
termed the Frog Pond, and weeding/planting on the
heritage trail below St Peter’s Church. Plantings
included donated Lomandra and Agaves. This work
also included cutting up and removal of a wattle free
that had fallen across the walking path and trimming of
low hanging foliage.

BIRREGURRA LANDCARE GROUP - update
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Work continues along the Atkin Creek, in the area
along Scouller St to the Barwon River, where a long-
term project has seen extensive restoration and tree
planting in an area that had become derelict. More on
that project will be highlighted in our report next
month.

Good attendance and enthusiasm on our recent foggy
and drizzly morning speaks well for the commitment of
our members during the forthcoming winter. What else
would we expect from Birregurra Volunteers?

Photo: Credit Russ Garraway. Landcare carting refuse




Finding out what’s going on with our river

Mary Dracup

Forrest hosted a rare environmental good news
session in mid-June, when Gerangamete Forrest
Landcare Group co-hosted a “What’s going on
with our river?” update event with Corangamite
Catchment Management Authority (CMA) and
Barwon Water.

| was one of around 40 locals, Landcarers and
river enthusiasts who heard from CMA and
Barwon Water managers how long stretches of
river in the Upper Barwon region that flows
through Forrest to Birregurra are being
rehabilitated. Endangered little galaxias fish and
platypus are returning to their historical sites and
river flow and quality is improving.

We learned the changes were due to six out of
eight major clusters of choke points created by
willows and glyceria weed grass having been
cleared and fenced from stock as part of the
CMA’s Barwon Flagship Project. The works look
like bomb sites at first, and landowners and
managers do need to ‘hold their nerve’” and
manage weeds until the native revegetation grows
to create shade.

We also learned that managing the transition to a
healthier river while some choke points remain is
tricky. Releasing the 1000 megalitres (average) of
‘environmental water’ allocation that is held in the
West Barwon Reservoir for when natural flows
slow can re-inundate some pieces of swamp-
turned-farmland. The river can also sometimes
find alternative pathways on its own. For some
farmers a periodic influx of fertile river silt is a
bonus but every property is different and
negotiations are ongoing.

Photo Credits: Corangamite Catchment Management
Authority (CCMA) and Upper Barwon Landcare Network
(UBLN)

Gerangamete Forrest
‘ Landcare
Group

The experts’ presentations were jam-packed with
analysis and research, and the following panel
Q&A session gave the audience a chance fo
question not only presenters, Landcare and
Friends of the Barwon representatives, but also the
CEQOs of Corangamite CMA, Amber Clarke, and
Barwon Water, Sean Cumming. Information and
insights flowed freely and by the end | think it was
plain that the agencies, Landcarers and river
advocates shared similar goals and concerns
around how to rehabilitate our rivers in the face of
the declining rainfall. A key message was to clear
the remaining choke points.

We were well due for some fresh air as we headed
out fo visit a rehabilitated stretch of the West
Barwon at Boundary Road. Despite the rain, we
were able fo see the results of willow removal
works at a previous river choke point.

Gerangamete Forrest Landcare members had
cooked us a warming BBQ lunch by the time we
refurned, and we had a chance for more informal
chats and information sharing with the experts as
we munched. On the whole, finding out what was
going on with our river sparked a surprisingly
positive conversation.
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WURDALE
LANDCARE
GROUP

Wurdale

iew AGM

When: Tuesday 14 July

Time: 6:30pm doors open for 7pm meeting start
Where: Wurdale Hall, Wurdale Road, Wurdale
Light supper, tea & coffee provided

ALL WELCOME

Guest Presenter:
Lucy Allinson
(Acoustic/Sound Ecologist & Artist)

Enquiries:
Ellen Whitten
0400 146 254

wurdalelandcareegmail.com
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Ekidna Tree Guards - still available

TREE GUARD

A pallet full of these spiky metal mesh
paddock tree guards are available for
purchase through the UBLN at a
wholesale cost for Landcare members.

Ekidna Tree Guard is based in the Hunter
Valley, NSW and have proven to be a
simple to install and economic way fo
profect paddock trees as they establish
while the paddocks are stocked.

They come in 2 sizes, large (for cattle) and
small (for sheep) and can be purchased
from us at a rate of $29/large and
$22/small.

Contact us if you are interested in
purchasing some and frying them out.

More information including specifications
can be found in the brochure

ekidna

A collection of Ekidna Tree Guards (sheep size) doing
their job guarding Red Gum seedlings from her flock of
crossbred ewes on Andrea’s property in Paraparap


https://upperbarwonlandcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Ekidna_Brochure.pdf

RESOURCES -
UBLN Office LIBRARY

26

A Field Companion to Australian Fungi; Bruce Fuhrer

A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia; P Menkhorst, F Knight

Australia’s Agricultural Identity - An Aboriginal yarn; Joshua Gilbert - NEW 111
Call of the Reed Warbler; Charles Massey

Connect — Practical ways to grow and prepare sustainable food; Kylie Treble
Farm Dams — Planning, Construction & Maintenance; Barry Lewis

Flora of the Otway Plain & Ranges 1: Orchids, Irises, Lilies, Grasstrees, Mat-rushes and Other
Petaloid Monocotyledons; Enid Mayfield

Forest Trees of Australia; Hall, Johnston & Chippendale
From Seeds to Leaves; Doug & Robin Stewart
Geelong Bird Report 2013-2016; a publication of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc.

Geelong’s Changing Landscape - Ecology, Development and Conservation; David S. Jones and
Phillip B. Rods

Grasses of Temperate Australia — A Field Guide; Lamp, Forbes & Cade
Growing Trees on Australian Farms; Alan Brown & Norman Hall
Heartwood; Rowan Reid

Integrated Pest Management for Crops and Pastures; P Horne, J Page
Last Child in the Woods; Richard Louv

Log-Grown Shiitake Mushrooms - An Australian grower’s manual; Parsuram Sharma-Luital & Rown
Reid

Native Trees and Shrubs of South Eastern Australia; Leon Costermans
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Noxious Weeds of Australia; WT Parsons & EG Cuthbertson

Milk - The truth, the lies and the unbelievable story of the original superfood; Matthew Evans - NEW 11!
Reconnected - A community builder’s handbook; Andrew Leigh & Nick Terrell

Second Nature; Michael Pollan

Sufficient For The Day; Geoff Lacey

Taking Care of Yourself and Family; J Ashfield

Talking to My Country; Stan Grant

The Allure of Fungi; Alison Pouliot

The Biggest Estate on Earth; Bill Gammage

The Farmers Forest - Multipurpose Forestry for Australian Farmers; Rowan Reid & Peter Stephen
The House on the Hill: The Transformation of Australia’s Farming Communities; Neil Barr

The Man Who Climbs Trees; James Aldred

The Nature of Survival; Doug Lang

The New Nature; Tim Low

The Omnivore’s Dilemma; Michael Pollan

The Real Food Companion: Fully revised and updated; Matthew Evans - NEW Il

The Resilient Farmer; Doug Avery

The Vanished Land: Disappearing dynasties of Victoria’s Western District; Richard Zachariah
Tracks, Scats & Other Traces: A Field Guide to Australian Mammals; Barbara Triggs

Trees & Biodiversity: A guide for Australian farm forestry; D Salt, D Lindenmayer, R Hobbs

Trees of Victoria and Adjoining Areas; Leon Costermans

Upper Barwon River System — Mt Sabine to Winchelsea; Trevor & Pam Jennings



Walking the Barwon River from Source to Sea; Jennifer Morrow and Peter Greig
Warncoort & Mt Gellibrand History; Birregurra & District Historical Society
Water for Every Farm - Yeomans Keyline Plan; P. A. Yeomans

Weeds of the South West: An Identification Guide for Australia; FJ & RG Richardson & RCH
Shepherd

Where Song Began; Tim Low

Whole Farm Planning - Principals & Options; Brian Garrett

Wild Places of Greater Melbourne; Robin Taylor

Wild Mushrooming - A guide for foragers; Alison Pouliot & Tom May

Wildlife on Farms — How fo conserve native animals; D Lindenmayer, A Claridge, D Hazell, D
Michael, M Crane, C MacGregor, R Cunningham

Marquee available for use

Thanks to a community grant from Acciona, UBLN
have a marquee 3 x 4.5 m in size available for use by
our Landcare groups. Please contact the office if you
would like fo use it.
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RESOURCES CONTACTS

Executive Contacts

President
Mary Dracup 0488 522 448

Treasurer
Bruce Bilney 0417 372 219

Board Members

Birregurra Landcare: Claire Dennis, lan Fox

East Otway Landcare: Jill Stewart, Cara Johnson

Murroon Landcare: Josh McGoldrick, Deb McSephney
Irrewarra Farmcare: Bruce Bilney, Jackie Dullard, Justine
McCarthy

Otway AgrofForestry Network: Deb McSephney

Winchelsea Land and River Care: Jane Bartier, Steve Wade
Wurdale Landcare: Ellen Whitten

Member Groups

Birregurra Landcare Group

President: Russell Garraway

Secretary: Sylvia Blackwell

Treasurer: lan Court

Working Bee Coordinator: Janet Gordon

East Otway Landcare Group
President: Jennifer Morrow
Secretary: Jill Stewart
Treasurer: Peter Thomas
eastotwaylandcare@gmail.com

Gerangamete Forrest Landcare Group
President: Mary Dracup 0488 522 448
Vice President: Barb Howard
Secretary/Treasurer: Freya Bennett
Email: gerangametelandcare@gmail.com

Irrewarra Farmcare Group
President: Serge Beanie
Secretary: Justine McCarthy
Treasurer: Brad Mclean

Murroon Landcare Group
President: Josh McGoldrick

Secretary: Jennifer McDonald
Treasurer: Vic Hope

Otway AgrofForestry Network (OAN)
President: lan Campbell
Coordinator: Andrew Stewart 03 5236 3277

Otway Seed Savers Group
Jo Lawson
Caitlin Tacey

f
o
in

Winchelsea Land & River Care Group

President: Stewart Mathison 0428 672 054
Vice President: Kerry & Richard Butcher
Secretary: Rod Stone 0439 067 636

Treasurer: Jane Bartier jbartier@charrette.net.au

Wurdale Landcare Group

President: Glenn Casey

Secretary: Philip Clarke

Treasurer: Ellen Whitten 0400 146 254
wurdalelandcare@gmaill.com

Staff

Andrea Montgomery 0407 552 663
Landcare Facilitator
facilitator@upperbarwonlandcare.com
(andrea.upperbarwonlandcare@gmail.com)

Kristy Stewart 0491 012 737

Project Manager
kristy.upperbarwonlandcare@gmail.com
(projectmanager@upperbarwonlandcare.com)

Ellen Whitten 0400 146 254
Communications Officer
communications@upperbarwonlandcare.com

*Please note new email addresses. We are transitioning
over to new ones so if you could check and change our
email addresses in your email contacts settings that would
be great! We will still be able to access emails at the gmail
account as we fransition

Office: 1/58 Main Street Birregurra 3242
Website: https://upperbarwonlandcare.com/

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/UpperBarwonlLandcare

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/upper.barwon.landcare.net
work/

LinkedIn:
»nttps://www.linkedin.com/company/upper-barwon-
landcare-network/

Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/@UpperBarwonlLandcareNet

work
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Disclaimer - This publication may be of assistance to you but the Upper Barwon Landcare Network and staff
do not guarantee that this publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular
purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you
relying on any information in this publication. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those
of the Upper Barwon Landcare Network and staff.



	Autumn Winter  2026
	TREE TALK
	A newsletter published by the  Upper Barwon Landcare Network
	GROUNDED (Festival) in the Otways
	LANDCARE IN THE UPPER BARWON REGION
	Supporting the areas of:
	Bambra, Barwon Downs, Birregurra, Deans Marsh, Eurack, Forrest, Gerangamete, Gherang, Irrewarra, Murroon, Ombersley, Pennyroyal, Wurdale, Wensleydale, Winchelsea, Wurdiboluc and Yeodene

	Look what’s on ... !


	UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
	Women on Farms Series  Day 1 - 101 in Plant Biology Tues 21 July Rokewood Register here
	Conservation Ecology Centre (CEC)  2026 Otways Ecological Research Forum Tues 25 August Colac Otway Performing Arts & Cultural Centre (COPACC) Register here
	2026 Victorian Landcare Forum Mon 31 Aug - Wed 2 Sept Cardinia Cultural Centre Pakenam Tickets here
	WURDALE LANDCARE GROUP AGM 6:30 pm Tues 14 July Wurdale Hall, Wurdale Rd, Winchelsea South Guest presenter Lucy Allinson (Acoustic Ecologist & Artist) Tea, coffee & light supper provided
	Dung Beetle Presentation (Online) 10am Tues 21 July Contact: karen.okeefe@ccma.vic.gov.au
	Barwon Water Aqueduct Community Day 10am - 2pm Sat 1 Aug Barwon Asset Solutions Depot 18 Kadak Place Breakwater Register here
	Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Workshop With Paul Horne (IPM Technologies) & others September 2026 Date and details to come
	Some stat’s from the 2 day event:
	58 tent sessions • 23 demos and walkshops • 5 farm tours • 73 speakers • 7 tent facilitators • 27 exhibitors • 4,644 dishes washed by B-Alternative • 50 volunteers • over 751 people onsite • 209 people at the opening night dinner • 8 food and drink vendors • 178 people attended 5 farm tours • 150 onsite campers including 42 glamping tents.

	UBLN 2026 ANNUAL DINNER & AGM  and opportunities for building pollination security
	Ellen Whitten
	Upper Barwon Landcare Network held it’s AGM in the cosy quarters of the Birregurra Bowling Club on Monday evening.
	Jackie Dullard (Irrewarra) stood down as President after 6 wonderful years and gave a gracious farewell to our "vibrant, pulsing organisation" and her hope for us to "continue to grow in leaps and bounds into the future"   thank you for all the guidance and support you have contributed to the network Jackie.
	Mary Dracup (Gerangamete Forrest) has stepped into the President position - we are looking forward to your unique perspective and experience and to what the future holds, welcome Mary.
	Bruce Bilney (Irrewarra) will continue on as Treasurer - thank you for your continuing efforts and consistent advice Bruce.
	Thank you to all the dedicated and hard-working Landcare volunteers that attended as well as those from partner organisations including Barwon Water the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority and Colac Otway Shire Council – it was awesome to see all the different folk engaged in thoughtful conservations in the room and across the tables.
	Fiona Chambers of Wheen Bee Foundation gave a very informative and at times confronting presentation about the introduced honeybee in Australia and the almost invisible role it plays in pollinating much of our domestic fruit, vegetables, crops and pasture.
	She went on to explain how the flow on effect of the invasion of the varroa mite (a parasitic mite that feeds on honey bees and their larvae weakening and then eventually killing colonies) will significantly affect our pollination security and in turn severely impact our food security.
	Fiona then introduced us to some of our native pollinators (including native bees and other insects) that are unimpacted by the varroa mite and explained ways we can support and encourage them to be a larger part of our farming ecosystem as a way to prepare and build resiliency in the face of the dramatic decrease in honeybee population that is forecast to happen within the next 2 years.
	A very generous, hearty and tasty dinner was enjoyed by all thanks to Maryanne and Amanda from Birre Grocer, together with beautiful native floral displays including the cuddly possum tail Banksia (Banksia baueri) grown and arranged by Jill Stewart from Yan Yan Gurt West Farm.
	Another great big thank you to Graham Brien for the use of the Bowling Club and for manning the bar.
	Our region is an exciting place to be right now to witness and be a part of traditional farming evolving to meet a changing climate - a sincere thank you to every passionate and hard-working person who plays their part.
	More information about Australia’s new National Pollination Strategy is in the next article - page 14

	NEW NATIONAL POLLINATION REPORT AND CONSULTATION NOW OPEN
	Read the report and contribute:  pollination.org.au
	or click here

	Barwon Water Aqueduct  Community Day
	Join us for a special community event to experience and reflect on the history of the Barwon River Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct before its removal.
	The Victorian Landcare Forum is being held from Monday, 31 August to Wednesday, 2 September, at the Cardinia Cultural Centre in Pakenham. More information and tickets available at link: Vic Landcare Forum
	Landcare Awards – nominations closing soon If you know an individual, group or organisation making a real impact, nominate them today before it’s too late. Get your nomination in today via the Landcare Australia website. Nominations close 31 July.
	Save the date: Landcare Awards/40-year celebration The Victorian Landcare Awards ceremony and 40 Years of Landcare celebration will be held on Thursday, 15 October at ACMI in Federation Square, Melbourne. Keep an eye on Landcare Victoria’s newsletter and social media to stay up to date with more announcements around this event.
	** Upper Barwon area Landcare volunteers who wish to attend - please get in touch with Andrea Montgomery (Landcare Facilitator) as there is some funding available to support this
	Dung Beetle presentation by Tom O’Malley  Sustainable Agriculture Facilitator with Cradle Coast NRM based in northwest Tassie.
	When: 10am Tuesday 21st July via Microsoft Teams


	Dung beetle nurseries and breeding
	Interstate dung beetle swaps
	Dung beetle species introduction and reintroductions
	Biology and lifecycle
	Bridging seasonal gaps
	Question time will follow
	Presented as part of the Dung Beetles in SE Aust Community of Practice – all welcome, please email karen.okeefe@ccma.vic.gov.au if you would like to be added to the invitation for this session and our quarterly online meetings.

	BIRREGURRA LANDCARE GROUP - update Russell Garraway
	Birregurra Landcare Group Update - March 2026

	Photo: Credit Ken Leehan. Hunting Blackberry by the Barwon
	Photo: Credit Russ Garraway. Well Earned Cuppa Birri Park
	BIRREGURRA LANDCARE GROUP - update Russell Garraway
	Birregurra Landcare Group Update - April 2026

	Photo: Credit Russ Garraway. Nursery manager Andrus Osenieks
	BIRREGURRA LANDCARE GROUP - update Russell Garraway
	Birregurra Landcare Group Update - May 2026

	Finding out what’s going on with our river
	Mary Dracup
	Forrest hosted a rare environmental good news session in mid-June, when Gerangamete Forrest Landcare Group co-hosted a ‘What’s going on with our river?’ update event with Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CMA) and Barwon Water.
	I was one of around 40 locals, Landcarers and river enthusiasts who heard from CMA and Barwon Water managers how long stretches of river in the Upper Barwon region that flows through Forrest to Birregurra are being rehabilitated. Endangered little galaxias fish and platypus are returning to their historical sites and river flow and quality is improving.
	We learned the changes were due to six out of eight major clusters of choke points created by willows and glyceria weed grass having been cleared and fenced from stock as part of the CMA’s Barwon Flagship Project. The works look like bomb sites at first, and landowners and managers do need to ‘hold their nerve’ and manage weeds until the native revegetation grows to create shade.
	We also learned that managing the transition to a healthier river while some choke points remain is tricky. Releasing the 1000 megalitres (average) of ‘environmental water’ allocation that is held in the West Barwon Reservoir for when natural flows slow can re-inundate some pieces of swamp-turned-farmland. The river can also sometimes find alternative pathways on its own. For some farmers a periodic influx of fertile river silt is a bonus but every property is different and negotiations are ongoing.
	The experts’ presentations were jam-packed with analysis and research, and the following panel Q&A session gave the audience a chance to question not only presenters, Landcare and Friends of the Barwon representatives, but also the CEOs of Corangamite CMA, Amber Clarke, and Barwon Water, Sean Cumming. Information and insights flowed freely and by the end I think it was plain that the agencies, Landcarers and river advocates shared similar goals and concerns around how to rehabilitate our rivers in the face of the declining rainfall. A key message was to clear the remaining choke points.
	We were well due for some fresh air as we headed out to visit a rehabilitated stretch of the West Barwon at Boundary Road. Despite the rain, we were able to see the results of willow removal works at a previous river choke point.
	Gerangamete Forrest Landcare members had cooked us a warming BBQ lunch by the time we returned, and we had a chance for more informal chats and information sharing with the experts as we munched. On the whole, finding out what was going on with our river sparked a surprisingly positive conversation.

	Ekidna Tree Guards - still available
	A pallet full of these spiky metal mesh paddock tree guards are available for purchase through the UBLN at a wholesale cost for Landcare members.
	Ekidna Tree Guard is based in the Hunter Valley, NSW and have proven to be a simple to install and economic way to protect paddock trees as they establish while the paddocks are stocked.
	They come in 2 sizes, large (for cattle) and small (for sheep) and can be purchased from us at a rate of $29/large and $22/small.
	Contact us if you are interested in purchasing some and trying them out.
	More information including specifications can be found in the brochure

	Geelong’s Changing Landscape - Ecology, Development and Conservation; David S. Jones and Phillip B. Roös
	Noxious Weeds of Australia; WT Parsons & EG Cuthbertson
	Milk - The truth, the lies and the unbelievable story of the original superfood; Matthew Evans - NEW !!!
	Reconnected - A community builder’s handbook; Andrew Leigh & Nick Terrell
	Second Nature; Michael Pollan
	Sufficient For The Day; Geoff Lacey
	Taking Care of Yourself and Family; J Ashfield
	Talking to My Country; Stan Grant
	The Allure of Fungi; Alison Pouliot
	The Biggest Estate on Earth; Bill Gammage
	The Farmers Forest - Multipurpose Forestry for Australian Farmers; Rowan Reid & Peter Stephen
	The House on the Hill: The Transformation of Australia’s Farming Communities; Neil Barr
	The Man Who Climbs Trees; James Aldred
	The Nature of Survival; Doug Lang
	The New Nature; Tim Low
	The Omnivore’s Dilemma; Michael Pollan
	The Real Food Companion: Fully revised and updated; Matthew Evans - NEW !!!
	The Resilient Farmer; Doug Avery
	The Vanished Land: Disappearing dynasties of Victoria’s Western District; Richard Zachariah
	Tracks, Scats & Other Traces: A Field Guide to Australian Mammals; Barbara Triggs
	Trees & Biodiversity: A guide for Australian farm forestry; D Salt, D Lindenmayer, R Hobbs
	Trees of Victoria and Adjoining Areas; Leon Costermans
	Upper Barwon River System – Mt Sabine to Winchelsea; Trevor & Pam Jennings
	Walking the Barwon River from Source to Sea; Jennifer Morrow and Peter Greig
	Warncoort & Mt Gellibrand History; Birregurra & District Historical Society
	Water for Every Farm - Yeomans Keyline Plan; P. A. Yeomans
	Weeds of the South West: An Identification Guide for Australia; FJ & RG Richardson & RCH Shepherd
	Where Song Began; Tim Low
	Whole Farm Planning - Principals & Options; Brian Garrett
	Wild Places of Greater Melbourne; Robin Taylor
	Wild Mushrooming - A guide for foragers; Alison Pouliot & Tom May
	Wildlife on Farms – How to conserve native animals; D Lindenmayer, A Claridge, D Hazell, D Michael, M Crane, C MacGregor, R Cunningham

	Marquee available for use
	Thanks to a community grant from Acciona, UBLN have a marquee 3 x 4.5 m in size available for use by our Landcare groups. Please contact the office if you would like to use it.
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